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Bio

HCI(HS): SMTP, Canoeing

HCJC: PCME, Gate Physics, Infocomm and Robotics Society
(Vice Chair)

Did not do H3, although took NUS CS3233 (Competitive
Programming) as a guest participant for NOI contestants

Spent most of my time on programming side projects and
competitions (National Olympiad in Informatics (NOI),
hackathons, Capture-The-Flag cybersecurity competitions,
etc...)

Above =⇒ did not study much, flunked block tests, got U
once for Chemistry, a big disappointment to my teachers

Got my act together for A levels, 90/90

Moral: Anything is possible, don’t give up!
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CMU School of Computer Science Overview

Small tight-knit cohort, ∼ 200 people

Rigorous and challenging undergraduate curriculum

Great professors, introductory classes have an army of
teaching assistants (TAs), strong academic support system

Easy to do undergraduate research

Common to have imposter syndrome

Everyone gets good jobs after graduation or goes to a top
graduate program
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Many Areas To Explore Your Academic Interests

7 departments within the School of Computer Science (largest in
the world)
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Creating a More Just and Equitable Future

Without any compromises to admission standards, academic
integrity, or changing the curriculum to suit women.
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My Experience

Trip to Google Pittsburgh during freshmen orientation
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My Experience

The Gates-Hillman Center, home of the School of Computer
Science
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My Experience

Spring Carnival, a CMU tradition
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My Experience

DEFCON 29 Finals with the Plaid Parliament of Pwning (PPP)
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My Experience

Faculty pulling out lightsabers during graduation ceremony
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Observations

Get to work with and be inspired by the best and brightest in
the world

Intellectual humility, “My heart is in the work”. Professors
always ask you to address them by first name, nobody puts
Ph.D behind their name
Culture is cooperative, not competitive - different goals and
measures of success
Did not feel I was disadvantaged in terms of opportunities as
an international student
Understand societal issues much better once I experienced
being a minority
Inclusive and welcoming environment for under-represented
groups (Women@SCS, SCS4All)
4 years of hard work is an equalizer - people who come in
knowing nothing about CS graduate knowing as much as, if
not more than people who came in highly prepared
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Internships

Freshmen year: Asana,
project management
platform

Sophomore year: Facebook
(remote)

Junior year: Jane Street,
quantitative trading firm

Currently interning at Jane
Street again
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Misconceptions

I need to already be a programming genius to have a chance
to get into CMU SCS.
False: most enrolled students do not have significant CS
background

Studying overseas is too risky because I am worried I can’t get
a good job after graduation.
False: almost all Singaporeans I know who studied CS in the
US go on to high paying tech jobs or graduate programs.

I will only apply for the top n schools for CS on USNews.
See next slide...
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Choosing the right CS program

Key takeaway: use CSRankings instead of USNews for CS
program rankings

USNews score is heavily “reputation-based” from “expert
opinion”, favors legacy and prestige over current research
output

https://csrankings.org

Based on publications to the most selective conferences in the
world, good indication of where all the top minds are

https://csrankings.org
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CSRankings.org
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Some possible questions...

I might be interested to study CS but I am not sure, how
should I decide?

How do I prepare for CS in college?

Is studying CS overseas worth the return on investment?

Should I take a scholarship for overseas study?

How do I get an internship in the US as an international
student?

Is it hard to make friends overseas?

What are some of your favorite college classes?

Are my career prospects in the US worse because I am a
foreigner?

How is working in tech in the US?

Internship and full-time salary information?

Will it be hard to work in the US if I choose to study locally?
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